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• Evidence generation, synthesis and translation 
processes not adequate and poorly harmonized

• Gray zones

• Duplication of primary and secondary research

• Consistent gaps between research and practice

• Suboptimal health outcomes

• Waste due to overuse/underuse of drugs, devices, 
diagnostic tests and other health interventions



The aim of the Conference is to explore the 

ecosystem of evidence to improve the connections 

among generation, synthesis and translation



A community of living organisms in conjunction 

with the nonliving components of their 

environment (air, water, mineral soil), 

interacting as a system

Ecosystem





An ecosystem influenced by:

• Living organisms: stakeholders, with their 

competition, collaboration and conflicts of 

interest

• Environment: social, cultural, economic, 

political context

• Non living component: evidence

The ecosystem of evidence
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«In Italia lavorano gruppi che sono la 

punta di diamante nel mondo delle 

staminali, della terapia genica e della 

genomica. Potranno continuare a esserlo, 

solo se - dalle "eccellenze malgrado 

il sistema Paese"  - si passerà a un Paese che, 

con risorse, onestà e rigore, saprà investire nei propri 

ricercatori affidandosi al metodo della scienza invece 

che alle distribuzioni clientelari»
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A Metin Gülmezoglu, Andrew Vickers, An-Wen Chan, Ben Djulbegovic, 

David Moher, David W Howells, Davina Ghersi, Douglas G Altman, 

Elaine Beller, Elina Hemminki, Elizabeth Wager, Fujian Song, H Bart 

van der Worp, Harlan M Krumholz, Iain Chalmers, Ian Roberts, Isabelle 

Boutron, Janet Wisely, John P A Ioannidis, Jonathan Grant, Jonathan 

Kagan, Julian Savulescu, Kay Dickersin, Kenneth F Schulz, Malcolm R 

Macleod, Mark A Hlatky, Michael B Bracken, Mike Clarke, Muin J 

Khoury, Patrick Bossuyt, Paul Glasziou, Peter C Gøtzsche, Robert S 

Phillips, Robert Tibshirani, Rustam Al-Shahi Salman, Sander 

Greenland, Sandy Oliver, Silvio Garattini, Steven Julious, Susan 

Michie, Tom Jefferson, Ulrich Dirnagl

42 "wasters"



RILEVANZA

Le priorità della ricerca sono definite in base 

a quesiti rilevanti per i destinatari?

• Scarsa rilevanza dei quesiti per pazienti e 

professionisti sanitari 

• Outcome rilevanti non presi in considerazione

• Studi disegnati senza alcun riferimento a revisioni 

sistematiche delle evidenze disponibili in oltre il 

50% dei casi
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RILEVANZA (1-4)

METODOLOGIA (5-7)

REGOLAMENTAZIONE (8-11)

ACCESSIBILITÀ (13-14)

USABILITÀ (15-17)

17 raccomandazioni REWARD
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From evidence to action in 
health policy making: 
a mission impossible?

Walter Ricciardi
National Institute for Health



The future is not a destination, 
like Rome or Taormina
waiting for our arrival 



it is something like a beautiful bridge,
that we have to imagine, plan and build

and together science and politics can do it better


